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Adminstration of Gerald R. Ford 
PRESIDENTIAL DOCUMENTS 


Week Ending Friday, November 15, 1974 





Meeting With Secretary of 
State Kissinger 


The President’s Remarks at the White House Following 
the Meeting at Camp David. November 10, 1974 


I just want to announce that I had a very, very inter- 
esting, helpful, and in-depth 3-hour meeting with the 
Secretary of State. He reviewed the 17 countries on a 
backbreaking 17-day trip, and I can say on the basis of 
his analysis that it was basically very encouraging; the 
meeting with Mr. Brezhnev was very helpful. 

The various capitals that the Secretary stopped in in 
the Middle East I think also brought back some encourag- 
ing news. The trips that he made to the subcontinent 
were very helpful in redirecting our policies in that vitally 
important area of the world. 

So I, for one, am very grateful and most appreciative 
of the almost superhuman efforts that the Secretary has 
made on this trip as well as in the past, and we are looking 
forward to a constructive trip to Japan and South Korea 
and to the Soviet Union. 

So, let me just thank you very, very much, Henry, for 
a great job for us as Americans and for me personally. 

Thank you very, very much. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 7:11 p.m. at the South Portico of the 
White House following his return from Camp David, Md. 


Thanksgiving Turkey Presentation 


The President’s Remarks Upon Receiving the Turkey 
From Representatives of the National Turkey 
Foundation. November 11,1974 


Thank you very, very much. The district that I used 
to represent, as you know, was quite a turkey producing 


area, and they were always very thoughtful at Thanks- 
giving time. And I think the turkey is a very symbolic part 
of our whole Thanksgiving weekend. And I am deeply 
grateful that the White House will have, I am sure, a deli- 
cious as well as symbolic turkey Thanksgiving. 


nore: The President spoke at 12:48 p.m. in the Rose Garden at the 
White House. 


Thanksgiving Day, 1974 


Proclamation 4333. November 11, 1974 


By the President of the United States of America 
a Proclamation 


America and the world have changed enormously since 
the first Thanksgiving 353 years ago. From a tiny coastal 
enclave on an untamed continent, we have grown into the 
mightiest, freest nation in human history. A civilization 
whose farthest reach was once the earth’s uncharted seas 
has now plumbed the secrets of outer space. 

But the fundamental meaning of Thanksgiving still 
remains the same. It is a time when the differences of a 
diverse people are forgotten and all Americans join in 
giving thanks to God for the blessings we share—the 
blessings of freedom, opportunity and abundance that 
make America so unique. 

This year, in the midst of plenty, we still face serious 
problems and massive challenges. In giving thanks for the 
many things we hold dear, let us also pray for the courage, 
resourcefulness and sense of purpose we will need to con- 
tinue America’s saga of progress, and to be worthy heirs 
of the Pilgrim spirit. May we, too, find the strength and 
vision to leave behind us a better world, and an example 
that will inspire future generations to new achievements. 

Now, THEREFORE, I, GERALD R. Forp, President of 
the United States of America, in accordance with Section 
6103 of Title 5 of the United States Code, do hereby 
proclaim Thursday, November 28, 1974, as a day of 
national thanksgiving. 
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I call upon all Americans to gather together in homes 
and places of worship on this date, to join in offering 
gratitude for the countless blessings our people enjoy, and 
to share with the elderly and the unfortunate this special 
day that brings us all closer together. 

In Witness WuHeEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand 
this eleventh day of November, in the year of our Lord 
nineteen hundred seventy-four, and of the Independence 
of the United States of America the one hundred ninety- 
ninth. 

GERALD R. ForD 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 11:55 a.m., 
November 12, 1974] 


NOTE: The President signed the proclamation in a ceremony in the 
Oval Office at the White House on Monday, November 11, 1974. 
Following the signing, he presented a signed copy of the proclama- 
tion to Peter Stewart, president of the Thanksgiving Square Founda- 
tion of Dallas, Tex. Thanksgiving Square is currently under con- 
struction in Dallas and, when completed, will house many documents 
and artifacts related to the observance of Thanksgiving. 


Agreement on Presidential 
Materials of Richard Nixon 


Statement by the White House Press Secretary. 
November 11, 1974 


The Department of Justice, acting on behalf of Federal 
officials sued by former President Nixon and the Special 
Prosecutor, have today filed a joint motion in the case 
which was brought October 17, 1974, before Judge 
Charles R. Richey in the United States District Court for 
the District of Columbia. The Federal officials are Arthur 
F. Sampson, Administrator of General Services Adminis- 


tration; Philip W. Buchen, Counsel to the President; and 
H. Stuart Knight, Director of the Secret Service. 

The joint motion states that these defendants have 
entered into an agreement with the Special Prosecutor 
and that it was made as a consequence of President Ford’s 
determination that the due administration of justice and 
the public interest require that the Special Prosecutor have 
prompt and effective use of those Presidential materials 
of the Nixon Administration now located in the White 
House complex that are relevant and important to ongo- 
ing criminal investigations and prosecutions within the 
Special Prosecutor’s jurisdiction. 

The agreement further states that, if implemented, it 
would accommodate the needs of the Special Prosecutor 
with respect to such materials. The agreement has no 
effect on any of the Nixon materials which are not needed 
for that purpose, and it does not purport to resolve the 
issues raised by the former President in his complaint or 
by other parties claiming an interest in the materials for 
other purposes. 

Under the Ford Administration, the Special Prosecutor 
has heretofore been provided with materials as he has 
needed them for ongoing criminal prosecutions by the 
United States, and searches of the files have been under- 
way to provide additional materials which were requested 
of Counsel to the President by the Special Prosecutor for 
his ongoing criminal investigation. 

These searches have, since October 22, 1974, been con- 
ducted subject to the temporary restraining orders of the 
Court which were issued after application for a temporary 
restraining order had been made by attorneys for the 
former President. 

The purpose and effect of the new agreement between 
the Federal defendants in the Nixon suit and the Special 
Prosecutor, if it can be implemented, are set forth in the 
joint motion of the parties and supporting documents as 
filed in the Court. Copies of the motion and documents 
are available at the Department of Justice. 





VISIT OF CHANCELLOR BRUNO KREISKY 
OF AUSTRIA 


Exchange of Remarks Between the President and the Chancellor at the 
Welcoming Ceremony in the East Room. November 12, 1974 


THE PresiwenT. Mr. Chancellor, it is a great privilege and a very high 
honor to welcome you to the United States. I might apologize for the 
weather. We could not do much about that. 

But speaking on behalf of the American people, let me say how very 
happy we are for this further opportunity to strengthen the ties of affec- 


tion and the ties of respect that bind our two nations and our two peoples 
together. 
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Like all of the world, America has profited very greatly, Mr. Chan- 
cellor, from Austria’s great contributions to the arts, to the law, education, 
medicine, and psychology, and, of course, there is the great legacy of music, 
the legacy of Vienna that the whole world treasures, the music of Mozart, 
the Strausses, and so many others; additionally, the great importance that 
Austria has served as a continuing force for peace and stability throughout 
the world. 

Mr. Chancellor, modern Austria has proven beyond any doubt again 
and again in recent years that a small country can make big contributions 
to world peace and world understanding. Your positive involvement in 
world affairs, your generous support of the United Nations, including an 
important role in the peace-keeping forces in the Middle East and Cyprus, 
your gracious hosting of important international conferences, such as the 
initial phase of the Soviet-American strategic arms negotiations and the 
force reduction talks now in process—all of these Austrian contributions 
are helping to build a better and more peaceful world. 

We Americans, of course, are very, very proud of our long and sin- 
cere friendship with Austria. We cherish our many, many American citi- 
zens of Austrian ancestry. And we look with satisfaction and admiration 
at Austria’s impressive economic achievements over the past 10 years. 

Mr. Chancellor, we also look forward to our discussions and to the 
future good relations of Austria and the United States. The nations of 
the world face many, many challenges today—challenges in the field of 
finance, food, and energy, to name only a few. 

Meeting them will require our best common efforts and the counsel 
and understanding of many of our friends. 

So, Mr. Chancellor, in anticipation of our session together and with 
our traditional Austro-American friendship in mind, America, one and all, 


bids you welcome and wishes you an enjoyable and most productive visit. 


THE CHANCELLOR. Mr. President, first of all, let me thank you for having 
invited me to come to Washington on an official visit at a time when you 
are extremely busy. We, in Austria, greatly appreciate this high privilege, 
and we take it as proof of the strong and unimpaired friendship which has 
existed for decades between the American people and the Austrian people. 

Mr. President, I come from a country which greatly appreciates the 
great contribution made by the United States—and we know this from ex- 
perience—for the liberation of Europe and for the economic reconstruc- 
tion of our continent. 

We remember with great gratitude the sacrifices which the Ameri- 
can people in so many ways have made for the restoration of peaceful con- 
ditions in Europe. 

Today, Austria is an economically prosperous country enjoying the 
blessings of freedom and democracy. We have not forgotten the significant 
contributions made by your country for this development. 

Austria belongs among the smaller nations of Europe, and I regard 
it as an expression of international democracy that in its dealings with 
Austria, the United States has never disregarded the principles of equality 
and of respect for the sovereignity and freedom of our country. The 
friendship between our two countries and between our two peoples rests 
on the solid foundation of mutual trust and mutual respect. 
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Let me assure you, Mr. President, and Mrs. Ford that Mrs. Kreisky 
deeply regretted to have been unable to join me in this trip and to see 


her fervent wish to be here unfulfilled. 


Mr. President, I want to again thank you sincerely for this invitation, 
and I am looking forward to our discussions with my Minister also with 


the greatest of interest. 
Thank you. 


NoTE: The President spoke at 10:50 a.m. in the East Room at the White House. The 
Chancellor was given a formal welcome with full military honors at the North Portico. 
The President and the Chancellor then proceeded to the East Room, where the wel- 
coming ceremony was held because of inclement weather. The Chancellor spoke in 
German, and his remarks were translated by an interpreter. 





Federal Energy Administration 


Exchange of Letters Between the President and 
Andrew E. Gibson Concerning Mr. Gibson’s Request 
That His Name Be Withdrawn as a Candidate for 
November 12, 1974 


Administrator. 


November 12, 1974 
Dear Andy: 

I have your letter asking that your name be withdrawn 
as a candidate for Administrator of the Federal Energy 
Administration, and I accept it with the deepest regret. As 
you recognize in your letter, the national interest requires 
that the Federal Energy Administration have new leader- 
ship as swiftly as possible. The energy problems we con- 
front are of such a magnitude as to render unacceptable 
any undue delays in the nomination and confirmation 
process. It is therefore my intention to announce a new 
nominee for this important post very soon. 

I want you to know of my continuing high regard for 
your abilities. You did not seek the post of the Federal 
Energy Administration Administrator; we sought you 
out because of your proven record as a superior govern- 
ment manager during your tenure at the Commerce De- 
partment. You agreed to serve, if nominated and con- 
firmed, out of a spirit of patriotism and a desire to serve the 
public interest. 

It would be unfair to you to leave unanswered the 
charges made against you. I, therefore, intend to have the 
FBI investigation, which was routinely begun on the date 
that you were announced, run to its completion and, when 
appropriate, to appoint you to another responsible position 
in government. We need people in public service of your 
ability and your experience. 

With warm regards, 

Sincerely, 


GERALD R. Forp 


November 12, 1974 
Dear President Ford: 

The existence of the agreement between myself and 
Interstate Oil Transport Company under which I re- 
signed as President in April of this year has raised the 
question of whether this contract would impair my ability 
to discharge impartially my responsibilities as Federal 
Energy Administrator. A review of this contract will show 
that the obligations of the company to me are specific 
and unconditional and I therefore believe that this con- 
tract would not inhibit the discharge of my official respon- 
sibilities as Federal Energy Administrator. Nevertheless, 
because of its existence it seems apparent that any hear- 
ing on my confirmation will be a lengthy matter. Believ- 
ing as I do that the energy problems facing our nation are 
critical and require prompt and effective leadership, I am 
reluctantly compelled to conclude that a lengthy confirma- 
tion hearing would not be in the best interests of the na- 
tion. Accordingly, I request that my name not be trans- 
mitted to the Senate for the position of Federal Energy 
Administrator. 

Other questions have been raised with respect to the 
propriety of my conduct during the course of my tenure 
as Assistant Secretary of Commerce for Maritime Affairs. 
I have every confidence that the FBI investigation now 
underway will demonstrate the complete absence of any 
substance to such allegations. Indeed, were such allega- 
tions the only obstacle to my confirmation, I should feel 
quite differently about the withdrawal of my name. 
Therefore, I respectfully request that the FBI investiga- 
tion continue and be completed promptly. 

I greatly appreciate the confidence you have shown in 
selecting me for the position as Administrator of the 
Federal Energy Administration. It would be an honor to 
have the opportunity of serving the nation in some other 
position. 

Sincerely, 
ANpREW E,. GIBSON 
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Visit of Chancellor Bruno Kreisky 
of Austria 


Exchange of Toasts Between the President and 
Chancellor Kreisky at a Dinner Honoring 
the Chancellor. November 12, 1974 


THe Presment. Mr. Chancellor and distinguished 
guests: 


It is a great privilege to honor you in the White House 
on this occasion. As I look around the room, I see many, 
many people that I know from personal experience, in- 
cluding Mrs. Ford and myself, who have visited Austria 
and been the beneficiaries of the wonderful hospitality, 
the warmth, the friendship of the many, many fine 
Austrians who have bent over backwards to make us from 
America warmly welcome. 

I must say to you, Mr. Chancellor, that sometime—I 
can’t give you the date—but I am going to wander into 
Austria and take advantage of those wonderful Tyrolean 
Alps, because I do like to ski. And hopefully I will have 
an opportunity to do so just to not only enjoy the benefits 
of the mountains, but the benefit of the wonderful people 
from your country. 

There are many, Mr. Chancellor, who pass judgment 
on a country by its size and geography and its size in 
population. I don’t think those are the most significant 
ways on which you really can judge atpeople or a country. 
And we recognize, of course, that Austria is relatively 
small in population and relatively small in geography, but 
as we look at the great history, and the present in Austria, 
we find that looking from the outside to the country that 
you have a great humanitarian spirit, you have a great 
belief in friendship, but more importantly than almost 
anything, the people of Austria have a character. 

And that is how we judge, in my opinion, the strength 
of a nation, despite its size either geographically or 
population-wise. 

We know over the years since the end of the decade of 
the forties that Austria has contributed very significantly, 
despite many problems. You have contributed in the Mid- 
dle East and Cyprus, and we commend you and we thank 
you for these efforts that have helped to preserve the 
peace and to build for it in the future. 

I would simply like to express on behalf of all of us 
in the United States our gratitude for the friendship that 
we have with the people of Austria, the gratitude that we 
have for the actions of your Government. And we look for- 
ward, I can say, Mr. Chancellor, without any reservation 
or qualification, the opportunity t#*work with you and the 
people of your country in the years ahead. 

It is an enduring friendship predicated on a firm foun- 
dation of people to people and Government to Govern- 
ment. And may I ask all of our distinguished guests here 
tonight to join me in a toast to Dr. Bruno Kreisky, the 
Chancellor of the Republic of Austria. 


Tue CHANCELLOR, Mr. President, Mrs. Ford, ladies 
and gentlemen: 

In your warm words cf welcome, Mr. President, for 
which I sincerely thank you, you have mentioned the 
longstanding and proven ties between the United States 
and Austria. Certainly, the peoples of the former Austro- 
Hungarian monarchy always harbored feelings of genuine 
friendship and admiration for the American people. 

To the best of my recollection, however, the relations 
between the two Governments were not always quite that 
cordial. [Laughter] It appears that His Imperial and 
Royal Apostolic Majesty Franz Joseph could not bring 
himself for a long time to receive the American envoy to 
Vienna. 

Early in this century the developing official relations be- 
tween Austria-Hungary and the United States of Amer- 
ica—at least until the outbreak of World War I and the 
ensuing disintegration of the Austro monarchy—there 
really never was more than correct relations and, there- 
fore, completely different from those we are fortunate to 
enjoy today. 

Why do I choose to point this out? Because the devel- 
opment of our relations serves as a most convincing exam- 
ple, which shows that a very special and close relationship 
between two nations can be developed in quite a few 
decades. 

I see three reasons for this. In 1945, the United States 
became one of the four occupation powers in Austria and 
helped us from the very first day to lay all those founda- 
tions needed for the restoration of democracy. Nothing 
has made a greater contribution to the history of our 
democracy than the presence of the United States in 
Austria. You virtually were the guardian of our freedom, 
Mr. President. 

Secondly, Austria was in ruins, and it was hard to 
imagine at that time how our State could ever again be- 
come the home and heaven of our people, You gave to 
those of us who set out to clear the ruins not only a healthy 
dose of American optimism but also the most generous 
material assistance. Mr. President, I hope you will have 
the opportunity to see with your own eyes the iruits which 
have sprung from your country’s contributions to the eco- 
nomic revival of Austria. 

Aid under the Marshall Plan was the foundation of 
our economic prosperity, and its effects are still being felt 
today. This aid constituted one of the chief reasons why 
twice as many people than in 1937 earn a good living 
in Austria today. During the period from 1937 to 1970, 
our gross national product, given constant rises, quadru- 
pled and has shown a marked increase since. 

Let me add that your material assistance of that time 
still keeps giving today, as many Austrian firms receive 
lower interest, long-term investment loans from the ERP 
[European Recovery Program] counterpart front, which 
is sustained through repayment of earlier loans. 

The fact that this aid by the United States for the 
restoration of our economy was given to us free of any 
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contingencies of political dogma enabled us to utilize 
those sums, which appeared gigantic to us in the light of 
our circumstances, and complete independence. 

And finally, the third reason. Through generous grants, 
Austrian scientists, engineers, and experts of every spe- 
cialty have been afforded the opportunity to explore new 
dimensions in the advanced areas of your cultural and 
scientific life. 

A further example is the considerable contribution made 
by the Ford Foundation to the Institute for Advanced 
Studies in Vienna from which a great number of eminent 
social scientists have emerged in recent years. This con- 
stitutes ample reward for the contributions made by 
Austria to the cultural life of the United States. 

Before raising my glass to the continued prospering of 
these relations, I would like to again voice my regret that 
Mrs, Kreisky was unable, for reasons of health, to partici- 
pate in this beautiful and impressive visit. She regretted 
this all the more because it robbed her of the opportunity 
to meet Mrs. Ford, whose restoration to health has made 
us all very happy and to whom I wish to extend warm 
personal wishes. 

And now, ladies and gentlemen, I ask you to raise 
your glasses and join me in a toast to the health of the 
President of the United States and his charming wife, and 
to the continued development of the excellent relations 
between our two countries. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 10:02 p.m. in the State Dining Room 
at the White House. Chancellor Kreisky spoke in English. 


Budget Deferrals and Rescissions 


The President’s Message to the Congress Transmitting 
the Deferrals and Rescissions. November 13, 1974 


To the Congress of the United States: 


In accordance with the provisions of Title X of the 
Congressional Budget and Impoundment Control Act of 
1974 (Public Law 93-344), I am transmitting supple- 
mentary reports that revise proposed rescission and defer- 
ral reports made to the Congress in September and Oc- 
tober of this year. I am also transmitting herewith reports 
on two new deferral actions required to promote sound 
financial management practices. 

The details of the supplementary reports and the new 
deferrals are attached. 

GERALD R. Forp 
The White House, 
November 13, 1974. 


NOTE: The attachment detailing the deferrals and rescissions is 
printed in the Federal Register of November 14, 1974. 


Convention on the Prevention and 


Punishment of Crimes Against 


Diplomats 


The President’s Message to the Senate Transmitting the 
Convention for Advice and Consent to Ratification. 
November 13, 1974 


To the Senate of the United States: 

With a view to receiving the advice and consent of the 
Senate to ratification, I transmit herewith a copy of the 
Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of Crimes 
against Internationally Protected Persons, including Dip- 
lomatic Agents, adopted by the United Nations General 
Assembly on December 14, 1973, and signed in behalf 
of the United States of America on December 28, 1973. 
The report of the Department of State with respect to the 
Convention is also transmitted for the information of the 
Senate. 

The effective conduct of international relations depends 
in large part on the ability of diplomatic agents to travel 
and live freely and securely while representing the interests 
of their respective countries. We have witnessed in recent 
years an unprecedented increase in acts of violence di- 
rected against diplomatic agents and other internationally 
protected persons. This development has demonstrated the 
urgent need to take affirmative action to minimize the 
threats which can be directed against diplomatic agents. 
Although the legal obligation to protect these persons was 
never questioned, the mechanism for international co- 
operation to ensure that perpetrators of serious attacks 
against them are brought to justice, no matter where they 
may flee, was lacking. 

The Convention is designed to rectify this serious situa- 
tion by creating a legal mechanism whereby persons  al- 
leged to have committed serious crimes against diplomats 
will be prosecuted or extradited. It also sets out a frame- 
work for international cooperation in the prevention and 
punishment of such crimes. 

This Convention is vitally important to assure continued 
safe and orderly conduct of the diplomatic process. I hope 
that all States will become Parties to this Convention. I 
recommend, therefore, that the Senate give early and fa- 
vorable consideration to this Convention. 


GERALD R. Forp 
The White House, 
November 13, 1974. 
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National Capital Housing Authority 


The President’s Message to the Congress Transmitting 
the Authority’s Annual Report for Fiscal Year 1973. 
November 13, 1974 


To the Congress of the United States: 

I am herewith transmitting the National Capital Hous- 
ing Authority’s annual report for the fiscal year ending 
June 30, 1973. The report sets forth the efforts of the Au- 
thority to improve and expand the housing opportunities 
in the District of Columbia. 

In light of the recent transfer of the National Capital 
Housing Authority to the District of Columbia Govern- 
ment, I hope that even greater efforts will be made to im- 
prove housing conditions in the Nation’s Capital. 


Gera_p R. Forp 
The White House, 
November 13, 1974. 
NOTE: The report is entitled “Public Housing in Transition, Na- 


tional Capital Housing Authority Annual Report—1973” (Gov- 
ernment Printing Office, 36 pp.). 


WIN Pledge 


The President’s Remarks Upon Signing the Consumer 
Pledge Prepared by the Citizens’ Action Committee 
To Fight Inflation. November 13, 1974 


Tue Preswent. Before signing, I would like to read a 
statement that has been prepared. 

Mrs. Ford and I are signing today the first Consumer 
Pledge prepared for Americans by the nonpartisan Citi- 
zens’ [Action] Committee To Fight Inflation. 

The WIN committee is asking mayors and principal 
county officials across this country to set up local action 
committees for distribution in the near future of similar 


pledges for citizens to sign ina concerted mass effort to: 


stop inflation. The committee has also prepared a busi- 
nessman and businesswoman’s pledge and a worker’s 
pledge for local distribution. Each Governor is being asked 
to establish one statewide committee to determine ways 
and means to slow inflation and to save energy in each 
State. 

If all Americans will pull together to hold down prices, 
to buy wisely, to increase productivity, and to save energy, 
this citizens’ mobilization to slow inflation can and will 
work. Inflation is sapping the economic strength of this 
country, and it must be brought under control. 

So, at this point Betty will sign the first pledge, and I 
will join her. 

Reporter. Mr. President, what are you going to do to 
carry out this plan? 


THE PRESWENT. Well, the things that I buy, I will be 
very careful in purchasing. I think we have got to increase 
our productivity—that includes me. We have to be Yankee 
traders when we buy, and we have to cooperate individ- 
ually and collectively. And Mrs. Ford has pledged to me 
as well as here, she will do the same. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:13 p.m. in the Cabinet Room at the 
White House. The text of the consumer pledge is as follows: 
“T pledge to my fellow citizens that I will buy, when possible, only 


those products and services priced at or below present levels. I also 
promise to conserve energy and I urge others to sign this pledge.” 


Bicentennial Coins Presentation 


Remarks of the President, Mary Brooks, Director of the 
Mint, and John W. Warner, Administrator of the 
American Revolution Bicentennial Administration, 

at the Presentation Ceremony. November 13, 1974 


Mrs. Brooks. I just wanted to say this is a very proud 
day for me and for the country, because we are changing 
the coinage more than it has ever been changed in our 
Nation’s history, for the 200th birthday of our country. 

And these are not going to just be commemorative 
coins, they are going to be circulated coins. They will be 
made and be put through all the banks in the country, and 
every man, woman, and child in the country will have a 
chance to pick up a circulating coin. They will touch 
everybody in the whole country. 

Tue Present. What coins are they, Mary? 

Mrs. Brooks. The dollar and the half dollar and the 
quarter. 

Tue Present. Are they going to be worth as much? 

Mrs. Brooks. Oh, we hope they will be worth a bit 
more, don’t we? We hope they will be worth more. 

Now this is the set, and this is the first set of proofs. 
Now we are going to make 45 million of the 40 percent 
silver ones by act of Congress, and we are limited as to 
the amount of proofs that we can sell because they are 
sort of handmade, but we will make these, and we are 
taking orders starting Friday. 

Q. How much are they? 

Mrs. Brooks. These will be $15 and the uncirculated 
silver ones will be $9. 

Tue Preswent. What is on the back here, Mary? 

Mrs. Brooks. The dollar is made by a student, and he 
has the Liberty Bell and the Moon. He was a student in 
an art school in Columbus, Ohio. 

Q. Are these sets all silver? 

Mrs. Brooks. They are 40 percent silver. That is as 
much silver as Congress will let us use. 

And then the Independence Hall is on the back of the 
half dollar, and the drummer boy is on the back of the 
quarter. 
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Tue Preswenr. They are very, very interesting in an 
' artistic sense. 

Mrs. Brooks. Yes. 

Tue Present. Historical sense as well. 

Mrs. Brooks. Yes, historical. 

Tue Preswent. And Washington is on the quarter. 

Mrs. Brooks. And Kennedy and Eisenhower. 

Tue Presipent. Well, congratulations to you. I think 
it is very significant as a part of the Bicentennial, and I 
am sure John Warner is delighted to have this kind of —— 

Mr. WarNER. Yes, Mr. President. 

THE PRESIDENT. ——imagination, and action. 

I can compliment you on not only the action but on the 
effort to participate. I think it is wonderful, Mary. 

Mrs. Brooks. Thank you. 

Mr. Warner. It is one of the best competitions that 
has been held thus far in the Bicentennial. 

Q. Can you tell us which coin Kennedy is on? 

THe Present. Kennedy is on the half dollar, and on 
the back is Independence Hall. Washington is on the 
quarter, and the drummer boy is on the back. And the 
Moon and Liberty Bell is on the dollar with Eisenhower 
on the back. 

Q. You say there will be 45 million of these sets? 

Mrs. Brooks. There will be 45 million silver ones we 
are allowed to make. We will only be able to make in the 
proof about 4 million a year. We hope to make them for 
2 years. But we are already getting volumes of orders. It 
is tremendous. 

Q. $15 a set, is that right? 

Mrs. Brooks. Yes, for this proof set. 

Q. You said something about the uncirculated coins. 

Mrs. Brooks. The uncirculated silver ones will be $9. 

Tue Presivent. Those are the ones that come in these 
paper rolls? 

Mrs. Brooks. Yes. They won’t be packaged as elabo- 
rately as this. 

THE PRESIDENT. How many participated in the com- 
petition for the designs? 

Mrs. Brooks. We had almost a thousand designs come 
in from men, women, and even schoolchildren. We have 
kept the schoolchildren’s, and we are going to probably 
put those designs in the museum somewhere. They are ter- 
ribly interesting. 

THE Preswent. Do you recall who won the contest, 
in each? 

Mrs. Brooks. Yes. This is a boy from Columbus, Ohio. 
Dennis [R. Williams] 

THE Present. I hope he didn’t go to Ohio State. 
[Laughter] 

Mrs. Brooks. An art school. Sorry, I don’t have a 
Michigan winner for you. 

And Jack Ahr, who won the quarter, is from Arling- 
ton Heights, Illinois, and this one was from Minneapolis, 
Minnesota [Seth G. Huntington]. 


Q. The 50-cent piece was designed by someone from 
Minneapolis, Minnesota? 

Mrs. Brooks. Yes. And we have press kits with all 
this information in it. 

Tue PresipENT. I want to thank you, Mary. 

Mrs. Brooks. Thank you, Mr. President. 

Tue PresivenT. Congratulations. It is a great project, 
and it will contribute significantly to the Bicentennial. 

Mrs. Brooks. I hope so. 

THE PresipeEnt. John, thank you. 

Nice to see you all again. 
NOTE: The exchange of remarks began at 1:25 p.m. in the Cabinet 
Room at the White House where Mrs. Brooks and Mr. Warner pre- 


sented the President with first strikes of the newly designed Bicenten- 
nial coins. 


Meeting With Coastal State Governors 


Text of the President’s Remarks at the Meeting on Outer 
Continental Shelf Oil and Gas Development. 
November 13, 1974 


The imbalance between our Nation’s demand for oil 
and gas and our domestic production of these resources is 
one of the most serious problems we face. The rapid in- 
crease in energy costs in the past years has been a major 
driving force behind today’s inflation. 

The essence of this problem is that while we produce 
about 11 million barrels per day, we consume about 17 
million. Domestic demand is increasing, but domestic pro- 
duction is dropping because most of our onshore oil fields 
are being depleted. 

We must adopt rigorous conservation measures, but it 
is clear that regardless of what conservation steps we take 
and what eventual long-range energy policy we adopt, in 
the near term we must increase our domestic production 
of oil and gas. 

I believe that the outer continental shelf oil and gas 
deposits can provide the largest single source of increased 
domestic energy during the years when we need it most. 
The O.C.S. can supply this energy with less damage to the 
environment and at a lower cost to the U.S. economy than 
any other alternative. We must proceed with a program 
that is designed to develop these resources. 

Legitimate concerns have been expressed about O.C.S. 
leasing and development. Let me briefly address myself 
to these concerns. 

First, concern has been expressed that industry does 
not have the manpower and equipment necessary for ex- 
ploration and development of 10 million acres of O.C:S. 
lands and that this could lead to the sale of leases at 
bargain prices. 

We believe that industry can make the manpower and 
equipment available. And I might note that although the 
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10 million acres has been a useful planning objective, we 
are not wedded to this particular goal. Our primary objec- 
tive is to produce oil and gas where we can do so safely. 
But, in any case, we will insure that leases are not sold 
below fair market values. I have directed Secretary Mor- 
ton to insure that these objectives are attained. 

Second, concern has been expressed that we should not 
lease any new areas of the U.S. continental shelf until the 
coastal States have completed detailed plans to accommo- 
date the onshore impact of offshore production. 

Coastal States have only begun to establish the mecha- 
nisms for coastal zone planning, and that activity must 
proceed rapidly. But the steps needed now to prepare for 
a leasing program need not await completion of these 
detailed plans by the States. The prolonged delay would 
only postpone the date when we will learn whether sub- 
stantial reserves can, in fact, be produced from our O.C.S. 
and would lengthen the time that we will have to rely on 
costly imported oil. 

Furthermore, the shoreside impact will not occur for 
several years following institution of a leasing program. 
That period will enable State and local governments to 
prepare for the shoreside impact. To help insure effective, 
cooperative action, State and local officials will be asked 
to participate in the process of selecting tracts to be con- 
sidered for detailed environmental and resource study. 

In order to facilitate coastal State participation in this 
effort, I plan to request an additional $3 million in the 
current fiscal year for the coastal zone management pro- 
gram to accelerate State planning efforts. I have also 
directed Secretary Morton and Secretary Dent to consult 
with coastal Governors regarding any additional steps that 
might be required to plan adequately for onshore develop- 
ment associated with offshore leases that are actually 
issued. 

Third, concern has also been expressed that our pro- 
posed leasing program cannot be conducted without unac- 
ceptable risks to the environment. We are taking the steps 
necessary to reallocate additional funds during the current 
fiscal year to strengthen our preleasing environmental as- 
sessment and monitoring activities. 

If our studies show that development cannot occur in 
a particular area without unacceptable risk, then we will 
not hold a lease sale. The step that must now be taken is 
to begin the detailed studies to identify risks in specific 
areas to be considered for leasing. 

We have made great strides in our O.C.S. tiling pro- 
gram thus far, and we will work closely with the coastal 
States so that they understand and have a part in the 
further development of regulations that govern these oper- 
ations off their coast. 

I also recognize the concern about oil spills. Our energy 
_and environmental experts have concluded that the great- 
' est danger to our coasts from oil spills is not from offshore 
production, but, instead, from the greatly expanded tanker 
traffic that would result from increasing imports. 


To assure that any spills that might occur do not cause 
uncompensated harm, however, I have also asked Secre- 
tary Morton and Chairman Peterson to prepare a pro- 
posed comprehensive liability statute governing oil spills. 
This bill will be ready for introduction in the next 
Congress. 

In summary, the resources of the outer continental shelf 
represent a potential contribution of major proportions to 
the solution of our energy problem. I am confident that 
concerns about leasing exploration and development of 
the outer continental shelf can be addressed openly and 
fairly, that planning can proceed in an orderly, coopera- 
tive way and the problems confronting us in opening new 
areas can be resolved. 

I pledge the cooperation of my Administration in this 
task. 


NOTE: The President met with the Governors at 5 p.m. in the Cabi- 
net Room at the White House. Attending the meeting were: the 
Governots of Connecticut, Delaware, Louisiana, Maine, Massachu- 
setts, Mississippi, New Hampshire, and New Jersey; the Governors- 
elect of Maine, Georgia, and New York; the Lieutenant Governors 
of Maryland and Rhode Island; and the Lieutenant Governors-elect 
of Alaska, Connecticut, Massachusetts, and South Carolina. 

As printed above, this item follows the text of the White House 
press release. 


National Association of Realtors 


The President’s Remarks at the Association’s 
Convention in Las Vegas, Nevada. 
November 14, 1974 


President Doherty, 
gentlemen: 

It is truly a great privilege and a very high honor to 
have the opportunity of appearing before this conven- 
tion of the National Association of Realtors, and I thank 
you from the bottom of my heart for your warm and 
friendly welcome. It is nice to be here. 

At the outset, I wish to pay a very special tribute to 
the members of the National Association of Realtors for 
all that you have achieved in the face of a very, very 
serious and difficult economic environment. 

You know, I always think it is a help, as a matter of 
fact, when the complex problems we all deal with are 
at least recognized in part by others, and sometimes this 
happens in very strange ways. 

Two weeks ago, I went back to my hometown of Grand 
Rapids, Michigan, for a rally in a tremendous college 
fieldhouse. And just as I was coming into the building, 
I heard the master of ceremonies ask the marching band 
to play one more selection, something that would be ap- 
propriate for the President of the United States. So they 
played “Nebvody Knows the Troubles [I’ve Seen.” 
[Laughter] 


President-elect Leitch, ladies and 
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But one of the things I have always admired about the 
members of the National Association of Realtors is that 
you are always optimists, and I am, too. Believe me, any- 
one who wears a WIN button in Las Vegas has to be 
an optimist. 

Well, in the area of real estate, I am something of an 
optimist, too. The Ford family owns a condominium in 
Colorado, a house in Virginia, an apartment in Grand 
Rapids, and for the last 3 months, we have been living 
in a one-family dwelling at 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue. 
We call it home. I believe some of you might call it public 
housing. [Laughter] 

But the White House is just one of some 70 million 
housing units in America today, and that figure is nearly 
double the number of 1940. The National Association of 
Realtors has played a very major role in bringing about 
this phenomenal growth, and I am delighted to be able 
to join in this well-deserved tribute and salute, I should 
say, to you and your association. 

John Ruskin, the English author, wrote a book called 
“The Seven Lamps of Architecture.” In this book he told 
us a very great truth. It is more important to build a life 
than to build a cathedral. 

Your association is fortunate, however, to combine 
both—to be involved in building good lives as well as 
good cathedrals. The cathedrals of this land are its homes. 
It is the family home which is the foundation of what we 
call the American dream. Your industry and the housing 
industry are closely related. One hardly need look beyond 
this community to recognize that the housing industry 
is suffering the ill-effects of inflation more intensely than 
most other industries in our great Nation. 

Primarily because of a sharp spurt in the cost of 
money—although fortunately it has now started back 
down—and shortages of mortgage money, housing sales 
are off substantially in many, many parts of America. 

Unemployment in the construction industry is more 
than double the national average. It has always been 
higher, unfortunately, because of the nature of the in- 
dustry. But we must reduce that figure. 

Public officials would rather swallow this grim statistic 
than speak about it, but it is my duty to face unpleasant 
facts, unpleasant circumstances, and it is my responsibility 
to do something about them—mine and the Congress’. 
I assure you that I will do more than my part in this 
situation. 

In recent weeks, as you know, this Administration has 
authorized $3 billion under the Home Purchase Assistance 
Act for the purchase of mortgages on new single family 
homes. This program aims to not only help ease the high 
jobless rate in the construction trades but to add to our 
housing inventory. 

This $3 billion could mean up to 100,000 new homes for 
Americans with mortgage payments that they can afford. 
I know this action, as first announced, would not have 
helped you realtors directly. Your commodity is pri- 


marily in existing homes, not new homes under this pro- 
gram, but you understand, and you went along with us, 
because your commitment was to the industry across the 
board, and I salute all of you, and I thank you on this 
occasion today. 

I think you provide a good example for the rest of us. 
You did not say, “Me first.” You said, “We first.” “We’— 
all Americans. Let’s do what is best for America. 

Now, as we face the Nation’s major problems in the 
weeks and months ahead, it will be well to remember 
this. It is not I alone, the President, who faces these 
enormous tasks and problems. It is not you who must 
battle them individually and collectively. It is we who 
must win, or we will lose. The President and the Congress 
together, Republicans and Democrats alike, Nevadans 
and Michiganders and New Yorkers, rich and poor, black 
and white, young and old. 

I am no arm twister—never have been. And I see no 
reason to become a prophet of gloom. But in the weeks 
and the months ahead, I will call upon the American 
people—and I underline people—to sacrifice for the 
national good. And I happen to think that the American 
people will respond. 

We, the Congress and I, must reduce Federal spending. 
At the same time, we, the Congress and I, must increase 
Federal tax revenues. And we, all of us, must save energy 
so that we will import less high-priced foreign oil. 

Although you will be called upon to make additional 
sacrifices, so will your Government. I will send to the 
Congress shortly after it reconvenes, my recommendations 
for the reduction of Federal spending in 1975. These have 
been hard decisions for me. They will be equally hard 
decisions for the Congress. 

But it is my strong and firm conviction that Uncle Sam 
must slim down to what I consider fighting trim for the 
battle ahead of us, all 213 million. 

But even though Uncle Sam tightens his own belt, he 
should not tighten the noose on vital industry such as 
yours. 

Earlier I mentioned that the Administration has made 
$3 billion available for commitments to purchase mort- 
gages on new single family homes. As you know, I have 
sought to curtail and cut additional Federal financial out- 
lays as inflationary. At the same time, we have targeted 
expenditures under this new program to counteract the 
declines in production and cmployment in new home 
construction. 

However, there is authority under this new act to pur- 
chase mortgages on existing homes as well. 

As you know better than I, because purchase of a new 
home often depends on the sale of an existing home, and 
for other reasons, we have concluded that provision should 
also be made for existing homes under this program. 

Therefore, I have an announcement for you this morn- 
ing. Effective today, up to 10 percent of each of the $3 
billion in commitments under this program can be used 
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for mortgages on existing homes—[applause|—thank you 
very much—that is, the Federal Government under this 
plan or program will strengthen the existing home mort- 
gage market by about $300 million, assisting both the 
buyer and the seller. This will ease the burden somewhat, 
but I emphasize that the real solutions, the ultimate solu- 
tions will not be provided by the Government. The vic- 
tories must and will be won in the free marketplace, and 
you know it better than I. 

Without question, mortgage credit is the lifeblood of 
the real estate industry. Today, after a long drought that 
began in the spring of this year, we are seeing a reversal 
in the outflows from the savings institutions. If money is 
available to the savings and loan associations, there will 
be more money available for mortgages. If money is avail- 
able for mortgages, home sales will rise. It is just that 
simple. 

There are, however, other hopeful signs of a greater 
availability of credit. Interest rates have started down- 
ward. Even more significantly, rates on forward commit- 
ments have begun to decline. 

For instance, the average yield of a 4-month commit- 
ment to purchase FHA-VA mortgages was 9.9 percent 
in Fannie Mae’s [Federal National Mortgage Associa- 
tion] auction of November 4 compared to 10.6 in Sep- 
tember of this year. This indicates that mortgages on both 
new and existing homes will be available on somewhat 
easier terms in the future. 

The dramatic decline in short-term interest rates over 
the last 3 months is particularly encouraging. And please 
take note, if you will, that this was not produced by any 
undue inflationary expansion of the money supply. 
Rather, this decline stemmed from a return to a more 
normal market in business Joan demand. As the yield on 
instruments that compete with savings deposits decline, 
the supply of funds to and from the thrift institutions will 
continue to grow. 

In short, the signs are becoming quite clear that the 
real estate picture will brighten. And as inflation recedes, 
which it will, we expect that the forces suppressing new 
construction, not only new construction but sales as well 
on new and existing homes will ease. 

The $300 million funding which will be made avail- 
able to strengthen the existing home market is only part 
of the $7 billion 750 million Home Purchase Assistance 
Act approved by the Congress. In signing the bill into 
law, I referred to some shortcomings in that act. If Con- 
gress really wants to help when it reconvenes next Mon- 
day, why not include in that new legislation privately 
financed, multi-family projects and individual condo- 
minium units? 

Rising land costs, rising material costs underline the 
importance of utilizing all of our housing resources. Con- 
dominiums and rental housing are a very vital part of 
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our national housing program, and I hope and trust that 
Congress will respond. 

Our inner cities must not be denied assistance because 
the high cost of land could be, and in many instances is, 
a barrier to a housing assistance program. The public 
knows all too well that the housing needs of our major 
metropolitan areas, the inner cities, must be met in sig- 
nificant part through the construction of rental housing. 

Further, I believe that more fundamental reforms are 
necessary to put a clamp on the up-and-down cycles in 
the housing industry. The current downturn should be 
clear indication that the stopgap and patchwork solutions 
in the past are not adequate for the future. 

In my judgment, we must make basic changes in the 
way in which we supply capital, in the way in which 
we supply credit for the housing industry. The cyclical 
variations in the industry that you represent may thus be 
brought within more reasonable limits. 

Therefore, let me mention another piece of legislation 
that is currently before the Congress. There is a bill called 
the Financial Institutions Act, which is one of 31 economic 
proposals that I recommended to the Congress on Octo- 
ber 8. Enactment of this bill would do a great deal to 
moderate these cyclical swings in housing credit. For 
one thing, it would reduce the structural differences be- 
tween commercial banks and thrift instituiions and help 
them to compete more effectively during periods of high 
interest rates, and it would provide, also, a broader range 
of financial services for consumers. 

In addition, it would offer a higher rate of return for 
savers. But even more importantly to the real estate busi- 
ness in particular, it would attract greater investor inter- 
est in the mortgage market through the mortgage interest 
tax credit. This would offer investors a tax credit of 114 
to 31% percent, depending, of course, on the percentage 
of their portfolio in mortgages. 

Significantly, and this is quite important, unlike other 
tax proposals, the benefit under the mortgage interest 
tax credit must go to the mortgagee. In short, I believe 
that the passage of the Financial Institutions Act would 
provide very, very significant benefits for the housing 
industry. In particular, it would moderate the traditional 
boom-and-bust cycles in your great industry, and I will 
press for enactment when Congress returns next week. | 

Let me leave you with this final thought. You come 
from all parts of this vast, vast Nation. You represent its 
length and breadth, its diverse people and its differing 
viewpoints. And indeed, you individually and collectively 
reflect the aspirations and the inspirations of all Ameri- 
cans. You, as salesmen and saleswomen, see daily the 
workings of this great free society that we have. 

You see it in your communities every day of every 
year. And all of this activity can be summed up in one 
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word in your business—sales. And sales are the result 
of both aspiration and inspiration, not to mention just a 
little perspiration. 

Somehow the word has gone out that the best way to 
defeat inflation and to revitalize the economy is to cur- 
tail buying. Nothing could be further from the truth, and 
I strongly oppose that point of view. 

I believe a free society means precisely that—a free 
market—and sales are the heartbeat of a free market. 
Instead of curtailing purchases, I say to consumers quite 
simply: Buy wisely, shop smarter. To you in sales, I say 
sell harder, sell more aggressively. 

What we need at this time in this country are more 
tough Yankee traders and more supersalesmen, and I am 
sure you are in the latter category. 

Even while dealing with these very practical matters, a 
Nation must never lose its vision. I remember a story about 
Michelangelo. The sculptor was chiseling a block of mar- 
ble. Every day a very small boy came and shyly watched 
his labors. He never said a word to Michelangelo. 

Then one day, the magnificent figure of David ap- 
peared. The astonished boy finally broke his silence and 
asked Michelangelo, “But how did you know he was 
there?” 

Vision, imagination—these are the qualities that make 
a people great. Americans have these qualities, they al- 
ways have. And we, as a nation, will respond to the chal- 
lenges that we face. 

Inflation will be cooled. Despite some economic weak- 
ness—recession, business fallback, call it what you will— 
there will be an upturn in the Nation’s economic patterns. 
In fact, here in Las Vegas, where it is legal, I will even 
bet on it. 

Thank you very much. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 9:57 a.m. at the Las Vegas Hilton 
Hotel, Las Vegas, Nev. 


Phoenix, Arizona 


The President’s Remarks at Luke Air Force Base Upon 
Officially Accepting the New F-15 Aircraft on Behalf 
of the United States Air Force. November 14, 1974 


Thank you very much. Governor Williams, Senator 
Fannin, Congressman John Rhodes, General Jones, Gen- 
eral Dixon, General Haeffner, Mr. McDonnell, Mr. Graft, 
distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen: 


This is the month of the pioneer in America. It is the 
month of the Mayflower and of our earliest settlers. And 


this is the day of a new pioneer, a pioneer of the skies, a 
pioneer of peace, the F—15 fighter. 

According to history, there were 102 passengers on 
the Mayflower when it crossed the Atlantic. The crossing 
from England to the new world took more than 2 months, 
and the end of the journey was freedom. The F—15 can 
fly across the same Atlantic in a matter of hours. The 
end of its journey is still the one of the Mayflower more 
than 350 years ago—freedom. 

That is what really matters, the purpose of a journey, 
and I am here today to underscore to you and to the 
world that this great aircraft was constructed by the 
American people in the pursuit of peace. Our only aim 
with all of this aircraft’s new maneuverability, speed, and 
power is the defense of freedom. 

I would rather walk a thousand miles for peace than 
to have to take a single step for war. 

I am here to congratulate you, the United States, the 
United States Air Force, McDonnell-Douglas, Pratt and 
Whitney, all of the many contractors and workers who 
participated in this very, very successful effort, as well 
as the pilots who have so diligently flight-tested the F—15 
Eagle. All of you can underline my feeling that we are 
still pilgrims on this earth, and there still is a place for 
pioneers in America today. 

The challenges involving our country here at home and 
abroad we all recognize are enormous, but I am confident 
that the F-15 and your example here today is that this 
Nation is a nation of limitless horizons. There is no bound- 
ary to the energy, the ingenuity of the American people. 
Frankly, that is why we will whip inflation, conquer our 
energy problems, and win the battle to make a stable 
economy. 

It is the job of all of us, it is our job, in this last quarter 
century of the 20th century, to prepare our country for 
leadership in the 21st century. And we can do this by 
economic strength at home and by peaceful partners 
abroad. These are my aims, my goals, and the goals of 
America now and in the future. 

As I said in a Thanksgiving message which I made 
just a few days ago, and I quote: Let us pray for the 
courage, resourcefulness, and sense of purpose we will need 
to continue America’s saga of progress and to be worthy 
of the pilgrim spirit. May we, too, find the strength and 
the vision to leave behind us a better world and an ex- 
ample that will inspire future generations to new ac- 
complishments. 

So I say to you, congratulations, best wishes to all who 
had any part whatsoever in this great accomplishment. 
It will serve the purpose of freedom and peace for a 
generation and more. 

Thank you very, very much. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 12 noon at Luke Air Force Base, 
Phoenix, Ariz. 
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Society of Professional Journalists, 


Sigma Delta Chi 


The President’s Remarks in a Question-and-Answer 
Session at the Society’s Convention in Phoenix, Arizona. 


November 14, 1974 


THE PRESIDENT. President Otwell, Gene Pulliam, Gov- 
ernor Williams, Senator Fannin, distinguished guests, 
ladies and gentlemen: 


{t is a great privilege and pleasure to participate in 
another meeting of this wonderful organization of pro- 
fessional journalists. I have had several, and I have en- 
joyed every one, and I am looking forward to this one. 

I understand the hour for this occasion was fixed for 
our meeting not by my Press Secretary, not by the net- 
works, but rather in order to ensure ihe attendance of 
all of the late strays from the Lazy R and G Ranch party 
which Gene Pulliam put on last night. [Laughter] Gene 
is not only a great host, but a great publisher. And I am 
sure I will neither be the first nor the last speaker at this 
convention to salute him as one of the founders of Sigma 
Delta Chi, the Society of Professional Journalists. 

Between Bob Hartmann and Bill Roberts of my own 
Presidential staff and half of your Washington professional 
chapter in the White House press room, I am hardly out 
of sight of one of your members at any time. And I must 
say I enjoy their company, and I admire their professional- 
ism—most of the time, anyway. [Laughter] 


VETO OF FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 
AMENDMENTS 


In doing my homework for this visit, I was browsing 


through your magazine, the Quill, and I read as follows, 
quote: 


“National S.P.J., S.D.X. President Ralph Otwell 
is asking local chapters to contact their congressmen 
to urge them to override President Ford’s veto of a 
bill to strengthen the Freedom of Information Act. 
Otwell criticized Ford’s action, saying”—and I 
quote—“ ‘For a President who is publicly committed 
to a more open and honest Administration to oppose 
significant reforms in Freedom of Information legis- 
lation is both startling and disappointing. . . . Presi- 
dent Ford’s veto suggests his Administration is 
pursuing a discredited policy of cover-up as usual,’ ” 
end quote. 


First, I want to assure your fine president, Ralph Otwell, 
that I have not come here today or tonight to argue, but 
to enlighten. In fact, I may be the first President, probably 
the first President in history, to come all the way to 
Phoenix just to hold a press conference. And when I get 


here, I find out that Dan Rather is going to get the last 
word anyhow. | Laughter] 

Before we go to questions, I would like to make two 
brief observations, if I might, both of which bear on the 
business of the Congress which will be returning to 
Washington next Monday. 

First, about my veto of the Freedom of Information 
Act amendments. I think, incidentally, that the veto is 
a constitutional power given to the President in order to 
require Congress to take a hard, second look at legislation 
which the President, who is obliged to faithfully execute 
the law, considers to be unwise or unworkable in whole 
or in part. 

I really don’t think my veto suggests “‘a discredited pol- 
icy of cover-up as usual.” Uncovering coverups has to be 
done without the help of any law but by tough reporters 
and tough editors. 

However, before you write all your Congressmen to 
override my veto, I would like to tell you my side of the 
story. 

I do support the Freedom of Information Act and most 
of the reforms contained in the current amendments. 
There are, however, three amendments that bother me 
both on principle and practicality, and these were the 
basis of my veto. 

I have written the leaders of both the House and Senate 
to express my hope that when Congress returns, instead of 
trying to override the veto, they will make three small, but 
very significant, changes in these three sections and send 
me another bill which I can and will sign. 

My first objection is to that section that would allow 
any Federal judge to examine privately or in camera the 
classified records of any Government agency, including 
our most sensitive national security and diplomatic secrets, 
and remove the agency’s classification if he found the 
plaintiff's position to be reasonable. In other words, no 
credibility was given to the Government’s initial decision. 
I think that is wrong. As a matter of fact, this change in 
the proposed law would overturn a 1973 Supreme Court 
ruling which limited judicial review to the determination 
of whether or not in the initial classification there was, in 
fact, a classification according to law. 

With all due respect, I do not believe many Federal 
judges are experts in the complex weighing of defense and 
intelligence needs for security or secrecy. I also think that 
the transfer of this judgment from the executive to the 
judicial branch of Government may be unconstitutional. 
My proposed modification, which I think is reasonable, 
would accept judicial review, but require judges to up- 
hold the original classification if there is a reasonable 
basis to support it. 

My second objection is far less dramatic. In my view, 
one section sets unrealistic time limits on the Govern- 
ment’s response to a request for a specific document. I 
have proposed that a 30-day deadline in contested cases 
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be increased to a total of 45 days with extra time for 
complex cases at the option of the court. 

The third reason for the veto was an amendment grant- 
ing public access to investigatory files such as the so-called 
raw data reports of the Federal Bureau of Investigation. 
For example, I am told there was actually pending before 
the Department of Justice a request for the entire files 
accumulated by the FBI in their investigation of the 
Communist Party. If opening such files had been pro- 
posed in the so-called McCarthy era, you would all have 
denounced it as exposing innocent people to vicious rumor 
and unproven smears—and you would have been right. 

On a practical level, it would have required a brand 
new bureaucracy and millions and millions of man-hours 
of the FBI simply to review those files over a period of 
several decades to determine what now may be safely made 
public without injuring innocent parties or compromising 
their sources of information. I have proposed a more flex- 
ible and realistic set of ground rules that would preserve 
what I consider to be the essential confidentiality of in- 
vestigatory files of law enforcement agencies. I hope that 
professional journalists will take another look at this sec- 
tion of the freedom of information bill and see if you 
don’t agree that this Pandora’s box should remain shut. 


Tue 25TH AMENDMENT TO THE CONSTITUTION 


There is a second matter I will discuss briefly before 
this distinguished society, whose members I know have a 
_ Strong sense of history-in-the-making as well as an in- 
satiable interest in good government, both of which I 


applaud. That is the vacancy in the office of the Vice 
President. 

I suppose I can properly claim to be the world’s cham- 
pion or world’s expert on the subject of filling the Vice 
Presidency under the 25th amendment. When I suddenly 
found myself nominated for this position on October 12, 
1973, I did some research on the debate in the House and 
the Senate on this imporiant constitutional amendment, 
which was proposed by the Congress in 1965 and ratified 
by the legislatures of 47 States in 1967. Frankly, I was 
curious as to what I might have said on the subject, par- 
ticularly Section 2, which deals with vacancies in the 
office of the Vice President. 

The fact is I found I hadn’t said anything in the de- 
bate except to vote “aye.” And the main subject of the 
debate was the matter of dealing with Presidential suc- 
cession in the event of a President’s disability or inability 
to discharge the duties of his office. The replacement of 
a Vice President was incidental to this, but it seems fair 
to infer that the Framers, like the Founding Fathers, con- 
sidered that office to be essential to the conduct of the 
F ederal Government and the orderly succession of Execu- 
tive power in any emergency. 

It is implicit in the adoption of the 25th amendment 
as part of the Constitution that a prolonged vacancy in 


the second office of the land is undesirable as public 
policy and that such vacancies should be filled as promptly 
as careful consideration by the President and the Con- 
gress will permit. 

In my case, despite one of the most exhaustive investi- 
gations ever undertaken of anybody not on the FBI’s ten 
most wanted list, the Congress moved expeditiously and 
confirmed me within 8 weeks of my nomination, although 
I do have to admit it, it seemed a little longer than that 
8 weeks to me. 

When I suddenly found myself President on August 9, 
1974, and the Nation again without a Vice President, 
I made it my first or highest priority—aside from the 
Cyprus crisis, which I walked into—to search out and 
to select the most capable and qualified person I could 
find for that high office. 

I finished the task in 11 days and sent to the Senate 
and to the House the name of Nelson Rockefeller of New 
York. That was almost 3 months ago, and while I rec- 
ognize the need of the Congress to take a month off for 
campaigning—I did it 13 times myself—I believe that 
the time has come for them to fish or cut bait in this 
matter. 

I have been assured by Speaker Albert and by Senator 
Mansfield, the majority leader of the Senate, that they 
will make every effort to bring the nomination to a final 
floor vote before the 93d Congress adjourns sine die 
probably in late December. I am delighted to have their 
cooperation, because I believe it is what the Constitution 
mandates and what the American people want from their 
representatives. I am as convinced as ever that Gov- 
ernor Rockefeller is the right man for the job, and I am 
anxious to have him as a working partner in our Federal 
Government. 

For the future, however, I will propose to the next 
Congress a reexamination of the 25th amendment, which 
has been tested twice in as many years, to see if the provi- 
sions of Section 2 cannot be tightened up either by con- 
stitutional amendment or by public law. 

There should be, in my judgment, a specific deadline 
for the President to nominate and for the Congress to 
confirm a Vice President. If this reasonable period passes 
without affirmative action, the Congress would then be 
required to promptly begin confirmation hearings on an- 
other nominee. 

It has been suggested to me—and I underline sug- 
gested—that if, because of a partisan deadlock between 
the President and the Congress, the Congress fails to act 
within the deadline, the next constitutional successor, 
presently the Speaker of the House of Representatives, 
should be required to actually assume the office of the 
(Vice) President. Although I am not prepared to advo- 
cate such a step, I must say there is really no way, despite 
secret briefings and all that, that anyone can even par- 
tially be prepared to take over the duties of the Presidency 
on a moment’s notice without all the participation in the 
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Executive process that a President can extend to his Vice 
President. 

In this dangerous age, as the 25th amendment attests, 
we need a Vice President at all times. And I speak as one 
who ought to know. 

I will be glad to answer your questions. 


QUESTIONS 
ECONOMIC POLICY 


Q. Michael Pakenham of the Philadelphia Inquirer. 

Mr. President, on Tuesday the word “recession” made 
its debut in the official diagnostic language of your Admin- 
istration. Could you tell us if you are of a mind now to 
press forward with any significant economic policies that 
are new, beyond and perhaps including wage and price 
controls? 

THE PReEsIpeENT. At the time that we put together the 
31-point program that I submitted to the Congress on 
October 8, 1974, which was a finely tuned program to 
meet the challenges of a softening economy, and there 
were definite signs at that time, and on the other hand, 
to tamp down inflation, we believed then, and I believe 
now, that the plan is sound, that it is constructive, that it 
will meet the two problems that we face. 

And may I add most affirmatively, putting wage and 
price controls on in a period of recession would be just 
the absolute wrong approach to the solution of a weak- 
ening economy. I never heard of the proposal to use 
wage and price controls to stimulate an economy. The 
only time I have heard of wage and price controls being 
advocated was when we had inflation as our major 
problem. 

I happen to think we have got two problems—a weak- 
ening economy and inflation that is too high. The pro- 
posals that I submitted, 31 in number, try to meet both, 
and, at the moment, I see no justification for any major 
revisions. 

VICE PRESIDENTIAL NOMINATION 


Q. Mr. President, Gaylord Shaw with AP [Associated 
Press]. 

You said just a few moments ago that in this dangerous 
age we need a Vice President at all times. My question 
is this: Would you withdraw Governor Rockefeller’s 
nomination if it is not confirmed before Congress adjourns 
next month, or to put it another way, are there any con- 
ditions under which you would withdraw the nomination 
and submit another name. 

THE Preswent. There are no conditions that I can 
imagine or know of under which I would withdraw 
Governor Rockefeller’s name. As I said in my prepared 
remarks, I think he is the most qualified person to be 
Vice President. I intend to do all I can to see that he gets 
confirmed, and I hope that the Congress will respond 
constructively and act before adjournment sine die in 


1974. 


HOUSE MINORITY LEADER RHODES 


Q. Good evening, Mr. President. I am Bill Close from 
KOOL Radio and Television in Phoenix. 

Congressman John Rhodes is seated over there, and my 
question concerns him. A move is underway in the House 
to challenge John Rhodes of Arizona as the Republican 
minority leader. In your opinion, is John Rhodes doing a 
satisfactory job, or would you rather see someone else in 
his place? 

THE PresweENT. John Rhodes, in my judgment, is an 
outstanding Member of the House of Representatives. 
He has done a superb job as the Republican leader in the 
House since he took over when I became Vice President. 
I see no reason whatsoever for any change in that position 
in the House of Representatives on the Republican side. 


THE ELECTIONS AND THE REPUBLICAN PARTY 


Q. Hampden Smith, Washington and Lee University 
in Lexington, Virginia. 

Another political question, if I may, sir. The Republi- 
can Party lost 45 seats in the House of Representatives and 
5 in the Senate and 6 Governorships in last Tuesday’s 
election, and further public opinion polls seem to indicate 
that the percentage of Americans who consider them- 
selves Republicans has been declining for quite a while, 
even before the Watergate reaction set in. 

And my question, sir, is how could you explain this 
seeming decline in the Republican Party? 

Tue Preswent. You know, it was bad enough, but it 
is not quite as bad as the numbers you used. We didn’t 
lose quite as many Republicans in either the House or 
the Senate, but I concede it was not good from our point 
of view. But I would also like to add this: 

As people have indicated, they are leaving the Republi- 
can Party, and you are accurate in that the polls show 
that. They have not gone to the Democrats, they have 
gone to the Independent category. The Democrats, as a 
matter of fact, have either lost a little or maintain only 
their former numerical position. So, the net result is that 
more and more people are becoming Independents rather 
than party affiliates. 

I can argue it both ways, but what it really shows—in 
my judgment, in this last election—that the Republican 
Party was in the White House at the time where we had 
10 or 11 percent inflation, where we had some softening 
of the economy, and where we had the heritage of 
Watergate. 

Now, those are pretty tough problems to overcome in 
the political arena. Those are transitory. We are going to 
solve the inflation. We are going to strengthen the econ- 
omy. And Watergate is ended. This Administration had 


no connection with it, so we are going to be strong come 
1976. 
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CHAIRMAN OF THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF 


Q. Mr. President, Helen Thomas, United Press 
International. 

Mr. President, do you plan to retire General Brown as 
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, and I have a 
followup. 

Tue Preswent. I have publicly disavowed the com- 
ments made by General Brown. I had General Brown to 
the Oval Office this morning at 7:15 before I took the 
plane, and I indicated to him very directly my strong 
feeling concerning the statements that he made, and re- 
affirmed to him directly my disavowal of those comments 
that were recorded at Duke University Law School. 

I think it ought to be said that General Brown has 
publicly apologized to those that might have been involved 
in the comments that he made. I have no intention of 
asking General Brown to resign. General Brown has been 
an excellent Air Force officer; he has been an excellent 
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. He made a mis- 
take; he has recognized it. He is going to continue as the 
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. 

Q. Mr. President, do you think that the Defense Secre- 
tary was remiss or some of your White House aides, per- 
haps, in not informing you earlier of General Brown’s 
remarks so that you could have been apprised? 

THE PrESIDENT. Well, the truth is that I had about 12 
to 15 hours advance notice. I could not have remedied the 
situation any better than we have tried if I had known a 
few hours earlier. 

I just want to say very candidly I disapprove and dis- 
avow of what he said. Imot only said that publicly, but 
to General Brown directly. It was a mistake, but he is a 
fine officer, and he has done a good job. And I don’t 
think he should be fire for that one mistake. 


WORLD SUPPLIES OF FOOD AND ENERGY 


Q. Peggy Roberson, the Birmingham News, Birming- 
ham, Alabama. 

Mr. President, recently we have seen horrifying pic- 
tures of starving people in the world, and we have learned 
that energy and food are unbreakably linked. Are we pre- 
pared to use food as a weapon to force down energy 
prices so farmers can produce low-cost food to feed these 
people? 

Tue Present. We are not going to use food as a 
weapon, We must recognize, however, that food is just 
as important to the world as oil and that in order to get 
a better distribution of oil that is held in vast reserves by 
other nations and food that is produced by us to a greater 
extent than any other nation in the world, we must get 
together and cooperate to make sure that that which is 
available in both cases is spread throughout the world for 
the benefit of all people. 

Dr. Kissinger, the Secretary of State, has put together 
the group of oil-consuming nations. We expect to work 


with the oil-producing nations. I believe that there can 
be an understanding achieved that will be to the mutual 
benefit of the producers in food and oil, and the con- 
sumers in both. 


POSSIBILITY OF A GASOLINE TAX 


Q. Jules Witcover, Washington Post. 

Mr. President, Secretary of Interior Morton told re- 
porters yesterday he is still interested in the possibility 
of a new gasoline tax as a weapon to fight the energy crisis 
and inflation. Your Press Secretary on your behalf has 
repeatedly said that you are not considering it. Can you 
clear up exactly what the Administration’s position is on 
a new gas tax? 

THE PresIvENT. I certainly will, Julius. I don’t know 
how many times I have to say that we are not considering 
an additional gasoline tax. I said it the first time, I think 
out in Sioux City [Falls], South Dakota, and I repeated 
it many times thereafter. 

I thought that others in the executive branch got the 
word, and I hope this word is conveyed to my good 
friend, the Secretary of the Interior. [Laughter] We are 
not considering an increase in the gasoline tax. 


FOREIGN POLICY FORMULATION 


Q. Norman Dohn, Ohio University. That is where 
Bill Hess is a football coach, not Woody Hayes. 

My question is in regard to foreign policy. Senator- 
elect John Glenn of Ohio and others have suggested that 
despite Dr. Kissinger’s very fine track record, that per- 
haps foreign policy is such a complex and delicate mat- 
ter that the machinery of foreign policy ought to be 
spread out over a broader base. Do you have any plans 
to do this under your Administration? 

Tue Present. I have no such plans. I can’t imagine 
someone who really is not an expert in the field of for- 
eign policy giving advice to a man who has conducted 
foreign policy with great skill and great success. If you 
have got someone who is doing a good job, I don’t under- 
stand why anyone in seriousness would advocate that he 
be taken off part of the job and turn it over to someone 
who might not do as good a job. 

I respect the right of the Senator-elect to make the 
suggestion, but I don’t think it makes very much sense. 


WAGE AND PRICE CONTROLS 


Q. Tom Jarriel with ABC, Mr. President. 

I would like to follow up the answer you gave on the 
economy a moment ago. You said that wage-price con- 
trols would be the wrong approach to combat inflation. 
Some of your aides are saying inflation is the cause of 
recession. Should the recession continue and should you 
see a need to combat inflation in order to halt the reces- 
sion, would you then reconsider the possibility of wage- 
price controls, or is this categorically ruled out? 
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THE PresiventT. I have no intention of requesting the 
Congress to enact mandatory or standby wage and price 
controls, and I have been told by the Democratic leaders 
that there is no prospect of the Democratic Congress en- 
acting wage and price controls. There are no circum- 
stances that I foresee today that would justify the heavy 
hand of wage and price controls in the present economic 
circumstances. 


INCOME SURTAX 


Q. Have you any tax-raising proposals to replace the 
5 percent surtax, should that not be acted on by Con- 
gress? Your Press Secretary has said that, I believe, you 
would have an open mind on it. Have you any other 
proposals in mind? 

THe Preswent. No. I would hope that the Congress 
would take a serious look at this constructive proposal 
which would affect only 28 percent of the personal in- 
come taxpayers, with 72 percent of the income taxpayers 
not being affected at all. And even a person with a $20,000 
a year taxable income would only have to pay an addi- 
tional $42 or 12 cents a day. I think somebody making 
$20,000 a year would be willing to make that kind of 
sacrifice if that would be helpful in whipping inflation and 
if that would be helpful in helping the people who are 
less fortunate who need some help during this transition 
phase from a recession to a healthier economy. It is a 


good proposal. I hope the Congress does take affirma- 
tive action. 


PRESIDENTIAL PARDON AND AMNESTY 


Q. Mr. President, Bernie Wynn of the Arizona 
Republic. 

In light of the GOP disasters at the polls, Tuesday, 
would you rather have waited maybe until after Novem- 
ber 5 to pardon Mr. Nixon, to have granted amnesty to 
draft dodgers? 

Tue Present. Not at all. I think the timing in both 
instances was right. I could see no justification for an- 
other 2 months of delay in the action in pardoning Presi- 
dent Nixon. I did it because I think we had very important 
business to get on with, both domestically and interna- 
tionally, in the United States. And it was obvious to me 
that with the prospective court action and all the contro- 
versy that would be stimulated by it, that it was wise for 
me to exercise the right of pardon when I did, and waiting 
2 months would have made no difference. 

In the case of earned amnesty for draft dodgers and 
draft evaders, I think the sooner we acted in that case the 
better, and I am glad to say that from where I have had 
an opportunity to examine it, it has worked well, it has 
not given a free ride to individuals, and it has given those 
who wanted to earn their way back a second opportunity, 
and we have had quite a few who have applied. 

I think in both instances I acted right, and in both 
instances the timing was correct. 


CHANGE IN AMERICAN LIFESTYLE 


Q. Mr. President, Bob Johnson, WHAS, Louisville. 

A number of critics say that the people in this country 
are going to have to adopt a far simpler lifestyle than 
they have shown their willingness to do voluntarily, some- 
thing that goes beyond cleaning their plates, eating a 
great deal less, driving a great deal less. 

Do you agree that this will be necessary, and if so, 
how is it going to be done? What type of leadership are 
you going to offer? 

THE PRESIDENT. I think we may have to tighten our 
belts a little bit. I think buyers will have to be better 
Yankee traders, and salesmen will have to be more aggres- 
sive salesmen. In other words, we have got to restore 
some competition on the one hand, and people have to 
be wiser on the other, saving energy, hopefully, in a vol- 
untary way. 

If not, we may have to impose some limitations or 
restrictions. But I don’t see us having to retrogress. I don’t 
see us having to go backwards, which in my judgment is 
so contrary to the philosophy of America. We have got 
a great country; we can make it grow and prosper. We 
just have to tighten our belts and get rid of the fat and 
the excesses, and we will be a lot better off as a country 
and as individuals. 


PRESIDENTS TRIP TO JAPAN, SOUTH KOREA, AND THE 
SOVIET UNION 


Q. Mr. President, Norman Kempster of the Washing- 


ton Star-News. 

You have spoken of the danger of the Nation being 
without a Vice President. On Sunday you are planning 
a trip to Japan where some violence is threatened. What 
do you expect to achieve on this trip to Japan that can 
make it worth the risk? 

Tue Present. There are three very important coun- 
tries that I am visiting. And I should preface that with 
a comment that a President has two major responsibilities, 
one in the field of domestic policy and the other in the 
field of foreign policy. 

And where we have three extremely important coun- 
tries, two where we have good relationships, treaties, 
where we are allies—Japan and South Korea—where we 
want to strengthen that relationship, and the third, the 
Soviet Union, where we have been trying to achieve a 
détente, and broaden it, where we are going to hopefully 
lay a broader foundation for SALT TWO—when you 
add up the pluses, I think that there is convincing evi- 
dence that I, as President, should go to Japan, to expand 
our good relations with Japan; go to South Korea, a 
staunch and strong ally and to work out some differences, 
if any, and to broaden our relations there; and to go to 
the Soviet Union to hopefully make some progress in 
détente in the reduction of arms. 

I think it is a very worthwhile trip. 


Volume 10—Number 46 





1450 PRESIDENTIAL DOCUMENTS: GERALD R. FORD, 1974 


Q. Mr. President, if I may follow up, what is the 
urgency that would not permit waiting until Governor 
Rockefeller is confirmed? 

Tue Preswent. Well, if I knew the Congress was 
going to act, there might be some justification for it, but 
I can’t sit and twiddle my thumbs and not do something 
which I think is important for the benefit of foreign policy 
of the United States. 

We have to do things on an affirmative basis which I 
think are necessary, and to sit and wait until Congress 
acts on this—and I think they ought to act a lot more 
quickly than they have—I think would be wrong. 

Some things that we have to achieve here are vitally 
important, and I think the trip ought to go on, and as far 
as I am concerned, it is. 


FUTURE DIRECTION FOR THE REPUBLICAN PARTY 


Q. Jennifer Schanno, College of St. Catherine in St. 
Paul, Minnesota. 

Mr. President, there seems to be some argument as to 
what direction the Republican Party should go to avoid 
another landslide defeat. Some are saying it should go in 
a moderate direction; some in a more conservative. 

In which direction do you feel it should go? 

Tue Preswent. I think the Republican Party ought 
to continue to be a middle-of-the-road party, a party that 
has a strong, internationally oriented foreign policy, a 
party that has a middle-of-the-road to conservative domes- 
tic policy—certainly conservative in the field of fiscal 
affairs. 

I think that is a good policy, and I don’t see why we 
should abandon a good policy just because we took a 
licking on November 5. 

If you go back in history, in 1946 when Mr. Truman 
was President, the Democrats took a worse beating, and 
the 80th Congress came in with more Republicans in the 
House and Senate by a substantial number. Mr. Truman 
and the Democrats didn’t abandon their policies. They 
went out and fought for them. They went out and made 
an effort to sell them. And Mr. Truman and the Demo- 
crats were successful in November of 1948. 


I think that is what we ought to do as Republicans 
in 1976. 


PARTY CONTROL OF CONGRESS 


Q. Mr. President, Lester Schlangen of the Associated 
Press. 

Why do the Democrats seem to have better luck in 
electing Democratic Congresses than Republicans do? 
Why can’t the Republicans do that? You haven’t won 
in 40 years. 

THE Preswent. Well, I am glad you pointed out that 
the Democrats have controlled the Congress—the House 
and the Senate—38 out of the last 42 years. So all of the 
evils that you have had, you can blame on them, not 
on us. { Laughter] 


RELATIONS WITH CONGRESS 


Q. Mr. President, Forrest Boyd, Mutual Broadcasting. 

I would like to take that just one step further. Senator 
Dole suggested that you shed your Boy Scout image and 
get tough with Congress and, if necessary, go over their 
heads to the people. What will be your tactics? 

THE PrEsIDENT. Well, let me preface the answer to the 
one part of your question—I was a Boy Scout. I am proud 
of that experience. I have no apologies for it. I think they 
have done a great deal of good for lots of young people, 
and I am not going to back off from the 5 or 6 years that 
I enjoyed being a Boy Scout and doing the things that I 
think are good for America. 

Now, to answer your other question. I wish there would 
be a lot more Boy Scouts. 

Now I am going to try to work with the Congress. It 
is a Democratic Congress, better than 2-to-1 in the House, 
and I think about 62 percent in the Senate. I think we 
ought to try and work together. They do have some sort 
of a mandate. They have an obligation, they have a re- 
sponsibility, but they also have an accountability. 

I want to work with them. I hope we can. But if we 
find that they are going to try and override, dominate with 
policies that I think are wrong, I will have to disagree 
with them. 

But I am going to start out with the assumption that 
they are as interested as I am in what is good policy, both 
at home and abroad, and hopefully that will continue. 
So let’s wait and see. 


ATTITUDE TOWARD THE PRESS 


Q. My name is Tim Rife. I am from the University of 
Nebraska at Omaha. 

Mr. President, does your willingness here—to show up 
here to a Sigma Delta Chi convention reflect a new atti- 
tude in your Administration towards the press? 

THE Present. I don’t think coming here is a reflec- 
tion of any new attitude toward the press on my part. I 
think most of the press from Washington would agree 
that I have always been open and candid with the mem- 
bers of the press. The fact that I became Vice President 
or President I don’t think has changed me. I acted in the 
past as I am acting now. We don’t agree on some things, 
but I have always felt that I should treat them as I would 
want to be treated, and vice versa. And I think that is a 
good relationship. 


MIDDLE EAST NEGOTIATIONS 


Q. Mr. President, Russ Ward of NBC News. 

There has been some recent talk in the Middle East 
about a possible reimposition of the Arab oil embargo. 
Do you have contingency plans for dealing with such a 
move, and might those plans include a possible change 
in our relations over there, either with Israel or the PLO 
[Palestine Liberation Organization]? 
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THE PRESIDENT. Our plans are aimed at trying to get 
the Israelis to negotiate a settlement or additional settle- 
ments with the Egyptians and the other Arab nations. 
Those are the plans we have which are affirmative and 
plans that I think if we continue constructively, can bring 
about some success. 

Until we have failed, and I don’t think we will, in 
trying to get the parties to work together, I don’t think 
it is appropriate to discuss what we will do if we don’t 
achieve success. 

Q. Are you suggesting, Mr. President, that Israel should 
deal directly with the PLO? It has been the Israeli 
objection all along against recognizing the PLO as a bona 
fide political organization. 

THe Preswent. I didn’t say that. I did say that the 
Israelis should negotiate with the Egyptian and other 
Arab parties. The Israelis have said they will never nego- 
tiate with the PLO. We are not a party to any negotia- 
tions. I think we have to let the decision as to who will 
negotiate to be the responsibility of the parties involved. 


THE PRESIDENT’S FIRST HUNDRED DAYS 


Q. Gene McLain, KTAR Television and Radio, 
Phoenix. 

Mr. President, you are approaching your first hundred 
days in office. How do you size up your pluses and minuses, 
your major disappointments and successes? 

Tue Present. I think the best things we have done— 
number one, nominating Nelson Rockefeller; number two, 
the conducting of the economic summit meetings, I think 
12 all over the country, with two in Washington; and 
the formulation of a good, sound economic plan that 
meets the problems of a weakening economy and inflation. 

I believe that we have laid additional groundwork for 
success in the Middle East. We have redirected some of 
our policies in the subcontinent areas. We have, in addi- 
tion, enhanced the possibility of strategic arms limitation 
agreement number two, which I think will be enhanced 
by the meeting I am going to have in Vladivostok in about 
12 days, hopefully to be followed by a meeting in Wash- 
ington some time in the summer of 1975. 

Some of the disappointments—we had a few bad breaks. 
I think the Congress was dead wrong when they handi- 
capped myself and Secretary Kissinger in the efforts that 
we could make in the settlement of the Cyprus question 
between Greece and Turkey. I think that was a terrible 
disappointment, and some of the things we warned about 
might happen, and it won’t be helpful to Greece. That 
was a bad break. 

Another was the failure on the part of the Congress 
to act more affirmatively on behalf of the nomination of 
Nelson Rockefeller. It should have been done before 
the campaign recess. I think the Congress also might 
have moved ahead more rapidly in some of the economic 
suggestions. 


We have had some pluses, and we have had some 
minuses, but I believe so far we are a little ahead of the 
game. 

POLITICAL PARTIES IN 1976 


Q. Mr. President, Bob Watkins from the University 
of Houston. 

In response to an earlier question, you said that dis- 
enchanted Republicans were becoming Independents and 
not Democrats. Well, many Democrats are becoming In- 
dependents, too. Do you see this desertion as a preface 
to a large-scale third party movement in 1976? 

Tue Presment. | don’t see that as a third party move- 
ment. I think it does suggest that political parties, the 
traditional ones, are weakening. I think that is sad, how- 
ever. I think the two major political parties ought to be 
strengthened, but nevertheless the trend is just the 
opposite. 

[ hope that in the months ahead that we, as Republi- 
cans, can regain some of those by the performance both 
at home‘and abroad in our policy actions, I don’t hope 
that my Democratic friends improve their situation, but 
if they do, I still think it would be healthy to have more 
responsible people in political parties than as Inde- 
pendents. 

THE ECONOMY AND UNEMPLOYMENT 


Q. Good evening, Mr. President. Walt Rodgers of 
the Associated Press. 

I am sure you have read newspaper accounts suggest- 
ing that perhaps the United States faces another great 
depression similar to 1930. Your Administration has al- 
ready admitted that we have slipped into a recession and 
that unemployment will go even higher than the current 
rate of 6 percent. How much more slippage do you ex- 
pect in the economy? First, when will the slump bottom 
out, and, specifically, will unemployment go over 7 
percent? 

THE Preswwent. I can’t give you categorical answers 
to those three questions. I think we will have some in- 
crease in unemployment, but I do believe that if the 
Congress cooperates with me, we can reverse that trend 
in 1975. I believe that we have certain safeguards today 
that we did not have in the 1930’s. I remember the de- 
pression, Wally; you're too young. 

In those days, we didn’t have an unemployment com- 
pensation insurance which is a very helpful protection. 
We didn’t have in the 1930’s the kind of additional pay- 
ments that the auto workers, for example, get from the 
auto unions to bolster the amounts they get from un- 
employment compensation. 

We have a lot of excellent safeguards that protect our 
economy today from falling into the depression. I don’t 
think we are going to have one because we have these 
safeguards. 
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What we have to do is to prevent reactions that will 
really be harmful to the economy, restimulating or re- 
igniting inflation which is actually starting to recede at 
the present time. We have to follow a very narrow path, 
and the Congress can help, and if they do, we can avoid 
the pitfalls of more inflation and economic conditions 
worse than we have today. 

Q. By way of a followup, Mr. President, if I could, I 
would like to try to pin you down on the unemployment 
figure. Have any of your economists suggested that unem- 
ployment might go to 7 percent or do you entertain that 
possibility? 

Tue Present. I have not heard any of the econ- 
omists that advise me saying that unemployment would 
go to 7 percent or over. They do indicate that it may 
increase above the 6 percent, which was last reported. 


PROCEDURES FOR SELECTING PRESIDENTIAL APPOINTEES 


Q. John Kolbe from the Phoenix Gazette. 

Mr. President, earlier this week you withdrew your 
nomination of Mr. Gibson as the new energy adminis- 
trator in the midst of some discussions and some dis- 
closures about his severance agreement from an oil 
company. The White House reported that apparently 
you personally knew nothing of that agreement before 
you made the nomination. 

Have you taken or do you intend to institute any new 
staff-type procedures in the White House that will prevent 
this kind of embarrassing situation in the future, and if 
so, what do you intend to do? 

THE PresmweNT. Yes, we have. The procedure we in- 
tend to follow in the future is to say that a person is being 
considered and undertake the FBI or investigation review 
prior to making any specific announcement that we are 
sending a name up to the Senate for confirmation, which 
gives the individual some protection and gives us some 
protection. 

In the case of Andy Gibson, he was an excellent head 
or director, administrator of the Maritime Administra- 
tion. He took a maritime industry and an agency in the 
Federal Government in 1969 that was dead and really 
made it into an effective Maritime Administration. 

He was a first-class administrator. I regret that the cir- 
cumstances developed because I asked him to serve in a 
position which requires a first-class administrator. We 
have not had that kind of firm direction over in the Fed- 
eral Energy Administration. Andy Gibson would have 
been a good one. 

I regret very much that he didn’t make it, and I regret 
that our procedure at that time was inadequate. We 
made a mistake. It won’t happen again. 

Q. Do some of the disclosures that have come out about 
Governor Rockefeller fit in that same category as Mr. 
Gibson? 

THE PreswweEnNT. None whatsoever. In the case of Gov- 
ernor Rockefeller, prior to the nomination I submitted 


three names to the FBI and asked them to give me an up- 
dating of their files and to let me know whether there was 
anything whatsoever in the files of the FBI concerning Mr. 
Rockefeller and two others. I think that was a sound 
procedure. 

The gifts that Governor Rockefeller has given, in my 
judgment, are the kind of gifts that a person, if you have 
that‘much money ought to have the right to give, and 
there is no political chicanery involved at all. He was gen- 
erous to people that he thought ought to be helped, and 
there is no connection, no relationship between the Rocke- 
feller situation and the Gibson matter. 

Reporter. Thank you, Mr. President. Thank you 
very much. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 6:04 p.m. in the Kino Room at the 
Del Webb Towne House, Phoenix, Ariz. 


Disaster Assistance for Alaska 


Announcement of Disaster Declaration and 
Authorization of Federal Assistance Following 
Storms and Flooding. November 14, 1974 


The President today declared a major disaster for the 
State of Alaska as a result of damage caused by severe 
storms and flooding beginning about November 11, which 
caused damage to public and private property. The Presi- 
dent’s action will permit use of Federal funds in relief 
and recovery efforts in designated areas of the State. 

Federal assistance from the President’s Disaster Relief 
Fund will consist primarily of temporary housing assist- 
ance for families who have lost their homes as a result 
of the flooding, disaster unemployment assistance, and 
the repair or restoration of damaged streets, roads, bridges, 
and public facilities and utilities. Low-interest-rate disas- 
ter loans for homeowners and businesses will be made 
available by the Small Business Administration under the 
authorities of Public Law 93-24, and emergency loan 
assistance will be made available by the Farmers Home 
Administration. 

Federal relief activities in Alaska will be coordinated 
by the Federal Disaster Assistance Administration, Depart- 
partment of Housing and Urban Development, under 
the direction of Administrator Thomas P. Dunne. Mr. 
Dunne will designate the specific areas within the State 
eligible for Federal assistance, based upon Federal and 
State damage assessments. 

Mr. William H. Mayer, Regional Director of the Fed- 
eral Disaster Assistance Administration, HUD Region 
X, will be designated as the Federal Coordinating Officer 
to work with the State in providing Federal disaster assist- 
ance under the Disaster Relief Act of 1974, Public Law 
93-288. 


NOTE: The announcement was released at Phoenix, Ariz. 
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Disaster Assistance for the 
Virgin Islands 


Announcement of Disaster Declaration and 
Authorization of Federal Assistance Following 
Storms, Landslides, and Flooding. November 14, 1974 


The President today declared a major disaster for 
the Virgin Islands as a result of damage caused by severe 
storms, landslides, and flooding beginning about Octo- 
ber 23, which caused damage to public, private, and 
agricultural property. The President’s action will permit 
the use of Federal funds in relief and recovery efforts in 
designated areas of the Territory. 

Federal assistance from the President’s Disaster Relief 
Fund ‘will consist primarily of temporary housing assist- 
ance for families who have lost their homes as a result 
of the flooding and landslides, disaster unemployment 
assistance, and the repair or restoration of damaged streets, 
roads, bridges, and public facilities and utilities. Low- 
interest-rate disaster loans for homeowners and businesses 
will be made available by the Small Business Adminis- 
tration under the authorities of Public Law 93-24, and 
emergency loan assistance will be made available by the 
Farmers Home Administration. 

Federal relief activities in the Virgin Islands will be 
coordinated by the Federal Disaster Assistance Adminis- 
tration, Department of Housing and Urban Develop- 
ment, under the direction of Administrator Thomas P. 
Dunne. Mr. Dunne will designate the specific areas within 
the Territory eligible for Federal assistance, based upon 
Federal and Territorial damage assessments. 

Mr. Thomas R. Casey, Regional Director of the Fed- 
eral Disaster Assistance Administration, HUD Region II, 
will be designated as the Federal Coordinating Officer 
to work with the Territory in providing Federal disaster 
assistance under the Disaster Relief Act of 1974, Public 
Law 93-299. 


NOTE: The announcement was released at Phoenix, Ariz. 


Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 


Following is a listing of items of general interest which 
were announced to the press during the period covered 
by this issue but which are not carried elsewhere in the 
issue. 


November 11 


The President met at the White House with the Execu- 
tive Committee of the Economic Policy Board. 
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The President met with his Labor-Management Com- 
mittee. 

The President hosted a reception for Southern Republi- 
can State chairmen. 


November 12 

Speaker of the House Carl Albert had a breakfast 
meeting with the President at the White House to discuss 
priorities for the post-election session of the Congress. 

The President greeted a group of legislative liaison 
officers from the departments and agencies who were 
meeting in the Roosevelt Room with Assistant to the 
President William E. Timmons to discuss the post-election 
session of the Congress. 

The President has accepted the resignation of Barbara 
M. Watson as Administrator of the Bureau of Security 
and Consular Affairs, effective December 31, 1974. 

Ambassador Shirley Temple Black met with the Presi- 
dent prior to assuming her post as U.S. Ambassador to 
Ghana. 

Ambassador David K. E. Bruce met with the President 
prior to assuming his post as the U.S. Permanent Repre- 
sentative on the NATO Council. 


November 13 


Senate Minority Leader Hugh Scott had a breakfast 
meeting with the President at the White House to dis- 
cuss priorities for the postelection session of the Congress. 

The President announced the appointment of Gerald L. 
Warren as Deputy Press Secretary to the President for 
Information Liaison. 


November 14 


En route from Phoenix, Ariz., to Washington, House 
Minority Leader John J. Rhodes met with the President 
aboard Air Force One to discuss priorities for the post- 
election session of the Congress. 


November 15 


The President greeted a group of students from Thomas 
W. Pyle Junior High School in Bethesda, Md., who were 
visiting the White House. 

The President met with members of the Cabinet to 
discuss implementation of his economic program. 

The President today accepted the resignation of 
Anthony J. Travia as a United States District Judge for 
the Eastern District of New York, effective November 30, 
1974. 

The President has accepted the resignation of John W. 
Ingram as Administrator of the Federal Railroad Admin- 
istration, effective November 1, 1974. 

The President has sent a message of condolence to King 
Faisal of Saudi Arabia expressing his deep sorrow follow- 
ing the death of the Saudi Arabian Minister of State for 
Foreign Affairs, Umar al-Saqqaf. 

Professor Irving Kristol of the New York University, 
met with the President. 
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NOMINATIONS SUBMITTED 
TO THE SENATE 


NOTE: The Congress having adjourned from 
Thursday, October 17, until Monday, No- 
vember 18, no nominations were submitted 
to the Senate during the period covered by 
this issue. 





ACTS APPROVED BY 

THE PRESIDENT 

NOTE: No acts approved by the President were 
received by the Office of the Federal Register 
during the period covered by this issue. 





CHECKLIST OF WHITE HOUSE 
PRESS RELEASES 


The following releases of the Office of the 
White House Press Secretary, distributed 
during the period covered by this issue, are 
not included in the issue. 


Released November 13, 1974 


Announcement: appointment of Robert A. 
Kelly as Assistant Press Secretary 

Announcement: appointment of J. W. Rob- 
erts as Assistant Press Secretary 

Announcement: appointment of 
Speakes as Assistant Press Secretary 

Announcement: appointment of Louis M. 
Thompson, Jr., as Assistant Press Secre- 
tary (Administration) 

Biographical data: Gerald L. Warren, Dep- 
uty Press Secretary to the President for 
Information Liaison 


Larry 


CHECKLIST OF WHITE HOUSE 

PRESS RELEASES—Continued 

Released November 13, 1974—Continued 

News conference: on the President’s meet- 
ing with coastal State Governors to discuss 
outer continental shelf oil and gas devel- 
opment—by Rogers C. B. Morton, Secretary 
of the Interior, Governors Edwin W. Ed- 
wards of Louisiana and Brendan T. Byrne 


of New Jersey, and Governor-elect Hugh 
Carey of New York. 


Released November 14, 1974 


Advance text: remarks at the convention of 
the National Association of Realtors, Las 
Vegas, Nev. 

Advance text: remarks at Luke Air Force 
Base, Phoenix, Ariz. 

Advance text: opening remarks in a ques- 
tion-and-answer session at a convention of 
the Society of Professional Journalists, 
Sigma Delta Chi 

News conference: following a meeting of Ad- 
ministration officials and representatives 
of the National Conference of Mayors 
to discuss mass transit legislation—by 
Claude S. Brinegar, Secretary of Transpor- 
tation, and Mayors Joseph Alioto of San 
Francisco, Calif., Abraham D. Beame of 
New York City, and Stanley Cmich of Can- 
ton, Ohio 


Released November 15, 1974 

Announcement: intention to nominate Joel 
M. Flaum, of Chicago, Ill., to be a United 
States District Judge for the Northern 
District of Illinois. 

News conference: on the President's trip to 
the Far East and the situation in the Mid- 
dle East—by Henry A. Kissinger, Secretary 
of State 
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Sports, President’s Council on Physical 
Fitness and 


New Community Development Cor- 
poration, Board of Directors, mem- 
1431 


Wichita, Kans 
Foreign, Mexico 
Pressler, Larry 
Price, Raymond K., Jr 
Price, Repr. Robert 
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Proclamations 
American Education 
(Proc. 
Cabrillo National Monument, Califor- 
nia (Proc. 4319) 
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Veterans Administration, Adminis- 
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Van Cauwenberg, Willy 
Vanderhoof, Gov. John 
Vanik, Repr. Charles A 
Veterans 
Education benefits 
Employment 
Health program 
Veterans Administration, Administra- 
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Winn, Repr. Larry 

Wisconsin, U.S. attorney 
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Wyatt, Repr. Wendell 
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